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STUDENT HANDOUT – THE COURSE PORTFOLIO 
 
Getting Started with Scrapblog.com 
 

1. Go to www.scrapblog.com. 
2. Click login or sign-up link. 
3. Click Create Account and create account. 
4. Click Start Creating. 
5. Start with a blank page. 
6. Click Backgrounds button and then Get Backgrounds. Some backgrounds are free. Just click on one, and it will be added to 

your workspace. 
7. Close the Backgrounds page. Click and drag a background onto your first scrapbook page. 
8. Repeat these steps to add photos, stickers, text, videos, frames and shapes your first scrapbook page. 
9. Use the ‘add pages’ button to create additional pages for your scrapblog. 
10. Save and publish your scrapblog. 
11. Invite me to your scrapblog by using the web site’s Share Your Scrapblog feature. Click on the share link and then Send to a 

Friend button. Type my email address (jmcdowell@aii.edu) in the form and send. After you do this once, you won’t have to 
re-invite me. 

 
Plan to spend around 30 minutes setting up your scrapblog.com account and creating the first page of your course portfolio. 
 
How we will use Scrapblog.com for this course 
Students will create the first page during week 1. Every week thereafter, students will add another page. 
By week 11, every student will have developed a comprehensive course portfolio that contains eleven pages. 
It will probably take an hour to develop a page. The entire portfolio should take approximately 30 hours across the entire quarter. 
 
The Course Portfolio - Goals & Requirements 
The goals for the course scrapblog portfolio are similar to any portfolio. This is what Sara Eisenman says in her book, Building Design 
Portfolios. “By definition, a design portfolio is a grouping of loose sheets collected in a portfolio case…a grouping of design pieces 
that composes a cohesive, unified whole.” 
 
It’s likely that some of you are not design students, so we are going to think of this portfolio as a visual notebook. The ‘portfolio case’ 
is your scrapblog.com course portfolio. Each page in it is a ‘design piece’. You will record your course-related interests, goals, 
achievements and challenges in it. At the end of the quarter, the portfolio will be a comprehensive and cohesive expression of your 
experiences in this class. 
 
Don’t worry about making it look like a designer’s notebook; just apply your creativity. Keep in mind that as a cohesive, unified 
whole, your portfolio should reflect your unique and personal style throughout. 
 
The requirements are: 

1. One page per week, for a total of eleven by the end of the quarter. 
2. The first page must contain the student’s name. It should also establish the style or tone for the entire portfolio. 
3. Each page thereafter should communicate the student’s interests, goals, achievements, or challenges relating to course 

material covered during one week in the course. Typically students will pick one of the marketing concepts or a vocabulary 
term from class work or discussion, and develop a page around that item. 

4. Every page should communicate clearly and be organized around a single message. The rubrics below explain this further. 
 
The Course Portfolio - Points & Grading 
There are sixty-five points associated with the course portfolio project. This is 22 percent of the total points for this class. 
 
The in-process portfolio will be “collected” (viewed digitally) seven times during the quarter, at the beginning of weeks two, three, 
four, five, seven, eight, and ten. It is therefore important to keep up with your weekly scrapblog work. The completed portfolio will 
be collected on the last day of class and scored again. 
 
 

http://www.scrapblog.com/
mailto:jmcdowell@aii.edu


Below is the schedule of deadlines. 
 

Due Date Deliverable (Page #) That Is Due # Points Possible 

Monday 1.18.10 Page 1 5 

Monday 1.25.10 Page 2 5 

Monday 2.1.10 Page 3 5 

Monday 2.8.10 Page 4 5 

Monday 2.22.10 Pages 5 & 6 5 

Monday 3.1.10 Page 7 5 

Monday 3.15.10 Pages 8 & 9 5 

Wednesday 3.24.10 Pages 1-11 30 

total 65 
 

Rubric for scoring the WEEKLY deliverable – 
 

Attribute Exemplary (2.5 points) Proficient (2 point) Developing (1 point) 

Communication 
Note: “Content” is everything 
that the student places into 
the page, including the 
background, photos, stickers, 
videos, frames, shapes, and 
colors. 

Content includes only information 
that is essential to ‘tell the story’ of 
the student’s recent experience in 
the class. The main idea is clearly 
related to concepts or vocabulary 
from the past week. The student has 
clearly made an effort to 
incorporate ‘deeper’ ideas or 
applications of course material; the 
page goes beyond just a summary of 
class discussion. 

Content includes some 
information that is needed 
to ‘tell the story’ of the 
student’s recent 
experience in the class. 
Some information is 
missing or unnecessary. 

There is some content, but it 
is unrelated to the class. 

Text 
Note: “Text” is anything using 
words, including titles, body 
copy, labels, and references. 

Text is easy to read and 
appropriately sized (at least 12 pt. 
size). There are no more than three 
different fonts. Boldface and italics 
are used for emphasis. There are no 
grammar or spelling errors. 

Most text is easy to read; 
some text may be too 
small. More than three 
fonts are used. There are 
fewer than four grammar 
and spelling errors. 

Most text is either too small 
to read or uses a typeface 
(font) that is too ornate or 
embellished. There are four 
or more grammar and 
spelling errors. 

 

Rubric for scoring the COMPREHENSIVE COURSE PORTFOLIO deliverable – 
 

Attribute Exemplary (10 points) Proficient (7.5 point) Developing (5 point) 

Communication 
Note: “Content” is everything 
that the student places into 
the page, including the 
background, photos, stickers, 
videos, frames, shapes, and 
colors. 

Content includes only information 
that is essential to ‘tell the story’ of 
the student’s class experience 
throughout the quarter. The 
student has clearly made an effort 
to incorporate ‘deeper’ ideas or 
applications of course material; the 
page goes beyond just a summary of 
class discussion. 

Content includes some 
information that is needed 
to ‘tell the story’ of the 
student’s experience in the 
class. Some information is 
missing or unnecessary. 

There is some content, but it 
is either unrelated to the 
class or it fails to tell a full 
story. 

Text 
Note: “Text” is anything using 
words, including titles, body 
copy, labels, and references. 

Text is easy to read and 
appropriately sized (at least 12 pt. 
size). There are no more than three 
different fonts. Boldface and italics 
are used for emphasis. There are no 
grammar or spelling errors in the 
entire portfolio! 

Most text is easy to read; 
some text may be too 
small. More than three 
fonts are used. There are 
fewer than four grammar 
and spelling errors in the 
entire portfolio. 

Most text is either too small 
to read or uses a typeface 
(font) that is too ornate or 
embellished. There are four 
or more grammar and 
spelling errors total in the 
entire portfolio. 

Subject Knowledge 
Note: “Integrated” means 
topics from multiple weeks are 
“woven together” and related 
to each other. 

The portfolio demonstrates 
integrated knowledge of the course. 
Major and minor concepts are 
related, and there is evidence of 
extensive research effort. 

The portfolio is partially 
integrated. Some topics 
are unrelated to the rest. 
There is evidence of 
limited research effort. 

The portfolio does not 
demonstrate a relationship 
among topics or across 
multiple pages. 

 


